DIRMS.EXE readme.txt file.

You use this program at you own risk!  That having been said, all the calls that this program uses are 

journalled, meaning disk corruption is unlikely if not impossible.  I am using calls in the NTDLL.DLL which

are what other defragmentation programs use.

Disk defragmentation is not an easy task with the tools that Microsoft provides.  The tools provided  are for 

the most part undocumented, and the documentation that does exist is inaccurate in many areas.  I've programed

around the strange behavior for the most part, but I am providing my e-mail address as a point of contact.  If 

the program halts or puts up a dialog box, please record the location and the type of error, and e-mail me so 

I can improve the program.  My e-mail address is ldissing@flash.net.

This program only works on NTFS drives under Windows NT 4.0.  The program can be run by simply typing

dirms <drive letter>, i.e.  dirms f.  This will defrag drive "f" on you computer.  It tries to maximize the

free space on the drive, then defragment.

One of the biggest problems I have with deframentation programs is they stops prematurely a lot of times.

In analysing disks defragmented with those programs, I've notices a lot of wasted space between files.  This

program can be run in a way to try and minimize the space between files.  This in essence packs the files as

closely together as possible.  The program can be requested to perform compaction by typing 

dirms <drive letter> compact, i.e. "dirms e compact".  This command will try to compact all files.  Another 

method for compacting, is the "dirms e comact -q" command. This is used to speed up the compaction, by only

compacting files with free space both before and after the file.  If another file is directly against the

file (either in front or behind), it is not compacted.  This obviously will save some time in compaction, but

not do as good a job.

Files can be moved by typing "dirms <drive letter> move lcn" which instructs the program to move files from

the end of the drive as close to the beginning of the drive as possible.  File can also be moved by last 

modified date towards the beginning of the drive, by typing "dirms <drive letter> move date".  

Some files are just to huge to be entirely deframented when the disk is really full.  One other option is to

let the program try and defrag as much as possible of a file.  This is done with the "COMFRAG" options.  

Typing "dirms <drive letter> COMFRAG <filename>", i.e. "dirms e COMFRAG e:\temp\test.exe" will attempt a 

deframentation by finding all the fragments and packing them together as closely as possible.  In other words.

a file starting with 250 fragments may only have 45 fragments after this command.  

The -q option allows the program to not bother with waiting on the file to be completely moved before 

continuing operation.  When compacting it means don't do such great compaction and when movinf files it means

don't wait until the operating system has marked the moved clusters as free.  One of the biggest gripes I have

with those MS tools, is that once a file is moved, it takes a while to update the free space on the drive.  

This can require a long wait while the O/S decides to play with itself.

Examples:

defrag <drive letter> [DEFRAG, COMPACT, COMFRAG <filename>, MOVE] [-q]

                [COMFRAG PARAMS = filename]

                [MOVE PARAMS = LCN, DATE]

                -q means do it fast, don't move and compact

defrag c                                                        - do free space evaluation, defrag and move files fast to the front 

                                                                          of the drive

defrag c DEFRAG                                         - defrag files only

defrag c CoMpAcT                                        - compact only

defrag c COMFRAG                                        - perform partial compaction on all fragmented files

defrag c COMFRAG c:\filename.exe        - preform partial compaction on one file

defrag c move date -q                           - move files by modified data and do it fast

defrag c move lcn                                       - move files from botton to top and wait for the operation to complete

