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How to Use This Manual

As the title of this manual suggests, this is a guide to your study
of the scriptures. It contains several sections to help increase your
understanding of what you read.

h about Satan and agency?

teach about the Fall and redemption?
(see vv: 40-50).

Doctrine and
| Covenants 30

i | David, Peter, and

/‘, J John Whitmer—*Fear Not”
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Introduction

Beneath the headings, which are printed on pictures of

an open book, are introductions to the chapters or
sections of scripture you are assigned to read. These introductory
sections contain the following kinds of information:

¢ The historical setting

* An explanation of how the scripture block relates to chapters
or sections before or after it

* Questions and ideas to think about before or during your
reading that will help you concentrate on the message of
the block

Understanding the Scriptures

The “Understanding the Scriptures” section provides

help for difficult words and phrases and commentary
to help you understand ideas and concepts contained in the
scriptures. The commentary often includes statements by General
Authorities of the Church.

Studying the Scriptures

The “Studying the Scriptures” section contains

questions and activities to help you discover, think
about, and apply the principles of the gospel found in the
scriptures. There is not room to write in the manual, so you will
need to do these activities in a notebook or on your own paper.

The following steps will help you as you study the scriptures:

¢ Begin with prayer.

* Read the introduction to the chapter or section you will be
studying, and consider other “Before Reading” study skills
(see pp. 34).

* Read the assigned chapter or section, referring to the appropriate
“Understanding the Scriptures” section for help. Use “During
Reading” study skills (see pp. 4-5). Write notes and questions in
your notebook. Also write about feelings or impressions that are
important to you.

¢ Do the activities in the “Studying the Scriptures” section for
the chapter or section you are studying. Sometimes you will
get to choose which activities to complete. If you want to learn
more, complete all of the activities.

Home-Study Seminary Program

If you are in a home-study seminary program, the reading chart on
page 7 shows you what you should read each week of seminary.
Remember that seminary is a daily religious education program,
that prayerfully reading your scriptures should be a daily practice,
and that you will need to work on your seminary assignments each
school day even though you will not attend seminary each day. If
you have more or less than thirty-six weeks in your seminary year,
your teacher will tell you which chapters or sections you should
read in a week and which assignments to complete. Reading the
scriptures and using this study guide should take thirty to forty
minutes each school day you do not attend seminary class.

Each week you should give your teacher the pages from your
notebook that contain your thoughts about the scriptures and the
study guide activities you completed for that week. Your teacher
will read and respond to them and return your notebook to you.
You might choose to have two notebooks and use them every
other week. You could also write in a loose-leaf binder and turn
in the pages you did that week. When your teacher returns the
pages, put them back into the notebook.

Daily Seminary Program

If you are in a daily seminary program, you will use this study
guide as instructed by your teacher.



Studying the Scriptures

This study guide has been prepared to help you read, study, and TOpiC(II Guide and Bible Didiaﬂury References

understand the scriptures. Since most of your study time will be The Topical Guide (TG) contains an alphabetical list of hundreds of
spent reading and thinking about the scriptures, this section has topics with scripture references in all four standard works of the
been included to help you make it more effective. Church. The Bible Dictionary (BD) gives definitions and
Elder Howard W. Hunter, then a member of the Quorum of the explanations for many biblical names and subjects. Although not
Twelve Apostles, gave Church members valuable counsel on referenced in the footnotes, you may want to check the index for
scripture study, which is summarized below. You may want to th? Book of M9rmon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great
write his ideas on a card and put the card in a place where you Price for additional references.
can see it while you study. 39 And it shall come to passthathe  For example, read Doctrine
that “feareth me shall be "looking .
® Read carefully to understand the scriptures. forth for the great "day of the Lord and Covenants 45:39. As
to “cofne, even for the 'signs of the  you do, you may wonder
¢ Study every day. coming of the /Son of Man. about the word feareth in
¢ Set a regular time every day when you will study. 32b Jbb2:9; Rev. 16: 11, £ Ds;c 68 the phrase “he that feareth
. TG Jesus .
e Study in a place where you can concentrate without 33a D&C 43: 18; B4: 118; Man, me.” Does this mean that
distractions or interruptions. b 3@213333-;’_“ )' 1?2 j:} f f the Lord wants us to be
. . . . 35a [Matt. 24: 6. D&C 29 ; i ;
e Study for a period of time rather than reading a certain 360/ Matt. 245 27; D&C 45: (25-26). ?freud of Iﬁlm? If\Iotlce the
28. b Gen. 19:
number of chapters or pages. 37d Mark 13: 28; Luke 21: A ootnotg that refers you to
29(29-31); D&C 35: (13-14);  the Topical Guide and the
¢ Have a study plan. 6
. e P (2930 subject “reverence.” Find a
(See Conference Report, Oct. 1979, pp. 91-93; or Ensign, Nov. 39a Job1:1; D&C 10: 56 |42a Joel2: 1 .
(35-56). RGIREVErence] D&C88  gceripture reference that
1979, pp. 64-65.) b 2 Pet.3:12(10-13); | 43a TG Israel
] ) ) - 4[.)962‘(2:33-5;415 {1_?-;62): o:: Israe  clearly teaches the need to
USJ'n%u the st?dy he%)}? four(;d tmu ‘;he E'a{ltter-tflﬁ)l; Salrflittedlhons of the e B D Mo 162 | ete o ior1  show reverence to the Lord.
scriptures, along with good s skills, will benefit your d TG Jesus Christ, b TG Glory : :
P & & y Y Second Coming. Glory of Look in the Bible

scripture study. Dictionary under “fear”

(p. 672) to find a further explanation of two different scriptural
uses of the word fear.

Study Helps in the Latter-day Saint Help with Words and Phrases

Ed “Ions Of the sc I ptu res Some words and phrases are labeled with the following notations:
® HEB: An alternate (substitute) translation from the Hebrew (the

CI'OSS-Refe rences original language of the Old Testament).

A cross-reference is a scripture reference that will lead you to ® GR: An alternate translation from the Greek (the original

additional information and insight on the topic you are studying. language of the New Testament).

o, ¢ IE: An explanation of idioms (words or phrases used in a
o ) specific way when the scriptures were written but not
oé]smgsrﬂltisgyﬂ:!utmﬂdl seak.  FOT example, read Doctrine e.md commonly used today) and difficult constructions.

i 5.;;:“ e ateher  Covenants 18:34-35 and notice

® OR: A clarification of the meaning of archaic (old) expressions.

Bother, and ;—.:J:“ ﬁh:uﬁi';l&' ‘my footnote 354. By finding and
power you ¢ not have them; . A
36 Wherefpre, you can “testity reading the scripture referred to
gy aeend 8B e e o | 224 1 Pet.2:8(4-8), 28a D&C 52: 11.
if. “}‘,’}ﬂ  nfa, Fehld, 1 give unto In the Iootnotes, what additiona 23a TG Treasure. 29a HEE hosts.
a id Whiemer, Trlm you shal insights do you gain about how b TG Celestial Glory; b GR posterity,
;.s'fvf thd desires of which 1 have  the Lord’s voice can be heard? 55 GO& Glory of. g?" TG iishteousnﬁsls. ;
poken: i . a 1E Hosea. a TG Apostasy, of Israel.
H;Er% db":i;:.'n aﬂﬁ?nﬁﬁf’r;::d b Hosea 2:23; Zech. 13: | 32a GR Why.
thein Josu shall shiow. these things 9, b Isa.8:14(13-15):
unso h?"g’“muﬂm,ﬂ, P 26a GR sons. TG Sons and Matt. 21: 44 (43-45):
woglilp the Rach pmr;:vmmmm Daughters of God. Luke 2: 34,
wofld, caying: You must “repent 27a 1E Isaiah. 33a 16 Cornerstone; Jesus
D gt 1 i b Isa. 10: 22. Christ, Prophecies
ig&a"am"nﬂ;;;nfvﬁn;"db:g z TG lsrael, Blessing of. about.
ﬁni':a a‘i“?m‘i-‘ia e, who have TG Israel, Remnant of.
Ty,

43 And now, after that you have
received this, you must Keep my

e o= 1 i work What insight do you gain from knowing the meaning of the

“m: 1 ka ng the child- .
il b A Hebrew word for “Sabaoth” in Romans 9:29?

D t 36a 1O Testimony.
30a 3 Nef11:22(22-26); b Ex. 19:9(7-13)
D& 200 T2 (72-74). | 38a 1o Motivations,
b D 1823 (34 b TG Good Works.
107:23(23-39). [40a TG Worship.
.3:4"—4!:£&C b 1 Kgs. 8: 29,

204 39039, 600; 107 TG Name.
. 76 Priesthood, 4la T Baptism, Essentinl;
rdination. Hepentance.
Priese. 42a 1o Children: Family,
Pet. I 21; D&C 68: Children, Duties of.
b DEC20:T1:29: 473
df D&C ZD at. 68:25 (25-27).

76 Scriptures, Value | 43a 1o Commandments of

of. L
382 D&C 1: 38, 440 5. 290 141 DEC4: 13
TG Revelation. 611,




gladden tt
19 Yea, fc

12 But remember that on this, the
“Lord's day, thou shalt offer thine
*oblations and thy sacraments unto | for taste a
the Most High, "confessing thy sins | then the b
unto thy brethren, and before the | soul.
Lord. 20 And i

How does the footnote help
you understand the meaning

13 And on this day thou shalt do | hath giver
none other thing, only let thy food [ man; for o . .

be prepared wit!fsing?éncss Myhcarl made to be of the word oblations in
that thy *fasting may be perfect, or, | to "excess, .

in other sords, that thy *joy may be | 21 and’ Doctrine and Covenants 59:12?
ull. 0 o

14 Verily, this isfasting and prayer, | *wrath ki i i
or in other words, rtjuichfg znd deonfess ne What klnd Of Oblatlons COUld
rayer. and "ol
Ple and| inasmuch as ye do these | 22 Behaid you offer on the Sabbath? In
things with “thanksgiving, with | law and t oy . .
scheerful|hearts and countenances, | troubleme  addition to gomg without
not with fmuch “laughter, for this is | matter. .

in, but with a glad heart and a | 23Butlea  food, what else doesfastmg

works of 'ri
I say, that inasmuch as | his *rewar
re do thif, the “fulness of the earth | world, and
s yours, fhe beasts of the field and | to come.

he fowlsof the air, and that which 241, the 1
limbeth ppon the trees and walketh | the Spirit b
pon thecarth;

heerful fountenance—

16 Veri mean?

b TG Asfermbly for righteousness: cf.

Mau%i-}hr! i 6.

2.
D&CBE: 69,
€ TG Loughter.
110, |16a To Abundant L n‘e.
17a Gen. 1: J] Mulu

12; Mose:
b D&C?ﬂ l6{l5 16).
184 1G I'.ann Purpose of}
Meat.

/T Confession.
13a 18 hungering and
thirsting after

b Gcn. 1:29:9: 3(3-8).
€ TG Happiness.

The Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible

The Lord commanded the Prophet Joseph Smith to study the
Bible and seek revelation to obtain a more complete and true
biblical translation (see D&C 45:60). Consequently, the Prophet
Joseph Smith restored many important truths and made many
significant changes in Bible passages that were possibly
mistranslated, unclear, or incomplete (see Articles of Faith 1:8).
This version with the inspired changes is called the “Joseph Smith
Translation.” The translation is abbreviated in the footnotes as
“18T.” Some Joseph Smith Translation changes are in the footnotes,
while others are found in an appendix entitled “Joseph Smith
Translation,” which begins on page 797 of the Latter-day Saint
edition of the King James Version of the Bible.

2 And when he had *fasted *forty
days and forty nights, The was after-
ward an hungred.

3 And when the *tempter came to
him, he sald, If thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones be
made "bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is
written, “Man shall not Mlive by
*bread alone, but by every ‘word
g;mmnnouwrm—mum of

5 *Then the devil taketh him upin-
to the *holy city, and setteth him on
icle of the temple,

*And salth unto h:l.m MIf thou be
the Son of God, cast thyself down:
for it is written, He shall gi.ve his

1s concernin, : and

angel g thee

in their hands I:hey shall bear thee
up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone.

T Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, Thou shalt not “tempt the
Lord thy God. it

B *Agaln, the devil taketh him up
into an high mountaln,
and sheweth him all the 'kinx-
doms of the world, and the glory of

thgm
9 *And salth unto him, All these

Read Matthew 4:2-6. What
important help does the Joseph
Smith Translation provide for
these verses?

i.ngs will ve thee i.'l' thou wilt
fall down
10 Then sal:h Jesus u.nm him, Get
thee hence, *Satan: for it is written,
2a Moslah 3: 7. 7o Fasting. | Ta D&C 10:
b Ex. 24: 18, (13-14). 7
2e JsT Mate. 4: 2. .and Christ, Te
had communed with God, “Test, Try,
he was afterwards Ba Js7 Mate.
hungered, and was left waln, Jesu
o be tempted of the devil, Spirit, anc
3a 16 Devil, him...
b TG Bread. b D&C 10
4a Deut. B: 3; DEC B4: 44 Earthly.
(43-44). Pa J5T Matt.
b 16 Mortallty. devil came
€ 70 Bread. again, and
d 1 Revelation, 10a 76 Devil.
e TC God, Body of (Cor- b TG Worsh
poreal Nature). 11a js7 Matt.
Sa js7 Matt. 4: 5 Then e Jesuan
Jesus was taken up Into John was
the holy city, and the prison, an
Spirit seteeth him on angels, an
the plonacle of the they came
tem) tered unt
b Neh.11:1.
&a JsT Matt. 4: 6 Then the
devil came unto him and
sald, If. . .
L] 2\1’;((, 27:40; D&C 20:

Bible Maps and Photographs

The Bible maps and photographs found in the appendix of the
Latter-day Saint edition of the Bible are helpful in finding places
referred to in the scriptures.

Church History Chronology, Maps, and
Photographs

In 1999 the Church added new maps and photographs to the
triple combination. These features are similar to the
corresponding ones in the Latter-day Saint edition of the King
James Bible. This section also includes a chronology of Church
history events. Turn to this section and find what year and month
the Prophet Joseph Smith completed his translation of the Book of
Mormon. Turn to map 2 and locate the Joseph Smith Sr. log home.
What important event occurred there? (see note 1).

Chapter Headings, Section Headings, and
Verse Summaries

Chapter and section headings and verse summaries explain or
give important background information to help you understand
what you read. For example, what helpful information do you get
by reading the section heading to Doctrine and Covenants 89?

Having the study helps found in Latter-day Saint editions of the
scriptures is similar to having a small collection of reference books
available to you—all in one place!

Study Skills

Nephi said we ought to “feast upon the words of Christ” (2 Nephi
32:3), and Jesus commanded the Nephites to “search [the
scriptures] diligently” (3 Nephi 23:1). This kind of study involves
more than just quickly reading through the scriptures. The
following ideas and skills will help you learn more when you
study. They are divided into three different categories: before
reading, during reading, and after reading.

Before Reading
Prayer
i The scriptures were written by
inspiration. Consequently, they are

best understood when we have
the companionship of the Holy
Ghost. In the Old Testament we
learn about the priest Ezra, who
“prepared his heart to seek the law
of the Lord” (Ezra 7:10). Prepare
your heart to read the scriptures
L. by praying each time you read.

Get Background Information

Understanding the historical background of the scriptures will
help you gain greater insights as you read. The Bible Dictionary
provides historical background and a brief overview of each
book’s content and main themes. The section headings in the
Doctrine and Covenants provide a brief explanation of the
historical background of the revelations. The index at the back of
the triple combination also contains useful information. If you



have time, you may also refer
to other Church-produced
books and manuals that have
background on the scripture
you are reading.

Ask Questions

Before you read, it is helpful to
ask yourself questions like
“Who wrote these verses?” “To
whom?” “Why is this teaching
included in the scriptures?” “What do I want to know or learn as I
read today?” and “What would the Lord want me to learn from
these scriptures?” As you read the scriptures, look for answers to
your questions. Remember that you can also use the study helps in
the Latter-day Saint editions of the scriptures or look for answers
in Church manuals and publications.
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Read the Section Headings and Verse Sumimaries

| . _ _"@% Section headings provide a brief

- ) and helpful historical background to
the contents of each section of the
Doctrine and Covenants. Verse
summaries are simple overviews of
the main ideas in the section.
Reading the section heading and
verse summary before you begin to
study a section is not only a good
study habit but will also help you
prepare yourself to ask questions
and look for answers as you read.

During Reading

Don’t Be Afraid to Stop

Most nuggets of gold are not found on the surface of the
ground—you must dig for them. Your scripture study will be

much more valuable if you will slow down or stop and do some
of the activities that follow.

Look up the Meanings of Words You Do Not Understand

Use a dictionary. Sometimes
looking up a word you think
you already know can give you
additional insight. The
“Understanding the Scriptures”
sections of this manual will help
you understand many difficult
words and phrases.

Be aware that sometimes the
Lord has inspired His prophets
to include explanations in their
writings that help us know the
meaning of words and phrases.
For example, read Doctrine and
Covenants 41:5 and find out
what the Lord said it meant to
be His disciple.

Use the Study Helps in the Latter-day Saint Editions of
the Scriptures

See the section “Study Helps in the Latter-day Saint Editions of
the Scriptures” on pages 2-3.

Liken the Scripture

Using your own name in a verse helps make scriptural teachings
more personal. For example, what difference does it make to use
your own name in place of “David” as you read Doctrine and
Covenants 30:1-2?

Visualize

Picture in your mind what is taking place. For example, when you
read Joseph Smith—History 1:27-47, try to imagine how you
might feel if an angel appeared
to you in your bedroom three
times and gave you an
important message.

At times, the scriptures tell us
to visualize. Read Alma
5:15-18 and stop to do as
Alma suggests. Take some
time to write about how you
felt as you visualized those
verses.

Look for Connecting Words

Connecting words include and, but, because, therefore, and
nevertheless. As you read these words, notice what they help you
understand about two or more ideas. Sometimes they show how
two or more things are similar or different.

For example, if you think about what the word because indicates
in Doctrine and Covenants 84:54-55, you can learn an important
truth about the importance of the Book of Mormon.

Because indicates a cause-and-
effect relationship between the
Saints’ belief and gratitude for
the Book of Mormon and their
ability to receive revelation and
the Lord’s blessings.

54 And your "minds in times past
have been *darkened because of “un-
belief, and because you have treated
“lightly the things you have re-
ceived— )

55 Which "vanity and unbelief have
brought the whole church under
condemnation,

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:30-32 and note how the word
but shows a contrast between the conditions of the wicked and the
righteous in the latter days.

30 Arain that genetatuen sha ) the
“tumes of the Genty e Fe fu fiheo

31 Ana there sha  be men stancing
n that genertien that ~hail rat
pass untl they shal see an over
flaw ng "scourge  fer a deso al ng
‘s tkness shall cover the iand

32 But mv d rap es 2hall stana
hoy paces aroshainet ke meved
but amaong the w oxea wer sha oy ot
up the 1 ve ces and “corse Guea ano
die

Emphasizing the word but can
give us assurance that the
righteous will be spared some of
the destructions before the
Second Coming.

Look for Patterns

In Doctrine and Covenants 52:14, the Lord declared He would
give a pattern whereby we may avoid deception from Satan.
Then, in verse 19, He referred to this pattern. Knowing that
between verses 14 and 19 there is help from the Lord on how to
recognize good or evil spirits, we should read and study these
verses to understand the pattern.



Another example of finding
patterns is to look for the
Lord’s explanation of cause
and effect by watching for His
use of the words if and then. In
Doctrine and Covenants 5,
Martin Harris was told what
he must do to receive a specific gift from the Lord. Read verse 24
and find the if-then pattern. Look for what he was told he must
do to receive the blessing he was seeking.

The repetition of a word, phrase, or idea is another pattern to look
for. For example, compare the content of the first five verses of
Doctrine and Covenants 11; 12; and 14. Each of these revelations
were given to Church members who were beginning to labor in
the Lord’s kingdom. Notice the similar message the Lord had for
each of His servants.

Look for Lists in the Scriptures

Lists help you understand more clearly
what the Lord and His prophets teach.
The Ten Commandments are a list (see
Exodus 20). The Beatitudes in 3 Nephi
12:3-11 are easily seen as a list. Finding
other lists may require a little more
effort. For example, make a list from
Doctrine and Covenants 68:25-31 of
what the Lord said parents are required to teach their children.

Ask Questions

Continue to ask questions as you were instructed to do in the
“Before Reading” section. As you read, you may rephrase questions
you asked before reading or you may come up with completely
different questions. Seeking answers to questions is one of the most
important ways we gain greater understanding from our scripture
study. One of the most important questions to ask is “Why might
the Lord have inspired the writer to include this in the scriptures?”
Look for the obvious clues writers sometimes leave when they say
something such as “and thus we see.”

Answer Questions Given in the Scriptures

Many times the Lord asks and then answers a question. He asked
some of the elders of the Church, “Unto what were ye ordained?”
(D&C 50:13). Then He answered, “To preach my gospel by the
Spirit, even the Comforter which was sent forth to teach the
truth” (v. 14).

On other occasions questions are asked but no answers are
given—generally because the answer may be obvious (for
example, see D&C 122:8). Sometimes the scriptures do not give an
answer, however, because the question asked may require some
thinking and the answer may not be immediate. For example,
read Alma 5:14-33 and answer the questions in those verses as if
you were there.

Look for Types and Symbolic Meanings

Prophets often use symbols and imagery
(types) to more powerfully communicate
their messages. For example, parables are
a way of telling a message simply and in
a way that has a much deeper meaning.

The story in a parable makes the lesson

taught more memorable and meaningful.

The following suggestions may help you
understand symbols in the scriptures:

1. Look for an interpretation in the scriptures. For example, many
elements of the parable of the wheat and the tares from
Matthew 13 are explained in Doctrine and Covenants 86:1-7
and 101:64-66. Sometimes an interpretation can be found by
using a cross-reference in the footnotes.

2. Think about the characteristics of the symbol and what the
symbol might teach you. For example, in Doctrine and
Covenants 38:24-27, the Lord spoke of the love a father has for
his obedient sons to illustrate how He is and to emphasize our
need to treat each other with the love and unity that should be
found among family members.

3. See if the symbol teaches you something about the Savior. The
Lord told Adam that “all things bear record of [Him]” (Moses
6:63). For example, in Doctrine and Covenants 101:81-91, how
is the judge who answers the pleas of the woman like the Lord
answering the Saints’ cries for help?

Write

Keep some paper or a notebook close
by to write down ideas you want to
remember, such as lists, special
insights you get, or your feelings
about something you read. To help
you remember thoughts or insights the
next time you read, you may want to
write these ideas in the margins of
your scriptures as well.

Many people like to mark important
words and phrases in their scriptures.
There is no right or wrong way to do
this. (You may not want to do it at all.) Some people circle the verse
number or shade or underline important words and phrases that
give special meaning to a verse. Another way to mark scriptures is
to write a cross-reference to another scripture in the margin. Doing
this to several verses that treat the same topic gives you a chain of
scriptures on a specific topic that you can find by going to any one
of the scriptures in the chain. Marking scriptures can often help you
find important verses more quickly.

After Reading

Ponder

To ponder is to think deeply about
something, asking questions and
evaluating what you know and what
you have learned. Sometimes the
scriptures call this “meditating” (see
Joshua 1:8). There are several good
examples in the scriptures where
important revelations came as a result
of pondering, especially pondering the
scriptures (see D&C 76:15-20; 138:1-11).

Liken the Scriptures to Yourself

- To liken the scriptures to
yourself is to compare them to
your own life. In order to liken
the scriptures to yourself, you
need to ask questions like “What
principles of the gospel are
taught in the scriptures I just
read?” and “How do those
principles relate to my life?” An
important part of likening the




scriptures to yourself is listening to promptings of the Holy
Ghost, who the Lord promised “will guide you into all truth”
(John 16:13).

The Doctrine and Covenants uses many situations and principles
taught in the Bible to illustrate and teach doctrines in the latter
days. For example, Moses used the spirit of revelation to bring “the
children of Israel through the Red Sea on dry ground” (D&C 8:3);
Church members are cautioned to not “steady the ark of God” as
did Uzzah (D&C 85:8; see also 2 Samuel 6:6-7); and the Saints are
commanded to “do the works of Abraham” (D&C 132:32).

Reread

We do not understand everything in
a passage of scripture the first time
we read it. In fact, it takes a lifetime
of study to truly understand the
scriptures. Often, we begin to see
patterns, visualize better, and more
deeply understand the scriptures
after two or three readings. You may want to look for new teachings
or ask different questions as you reread. Trying to rewrite a story or
just a verse or two in your own words may help you discover
whether or not you understood what you read and help you
understand the scriptures better.

Write

Some people keep a journal in
which they write the main
idea of what they read, how

or how they think what they
read applies to their life. If you
are using this manual for
home-study seminary, you are
required to keep a notebook to
receive credit. This notebook
will be like a scripture journal.

they feel about what they read,

It is also good to talk with others about what you read. Writing
down some notes so that you remember what you want to talk
about and discussing what you learned will help you understand
and remember more of what you read.

Apply

The real value of knowledge you
gain from the scriptures comes
when you live what you learn.
Greater closeness to the Lord and
feeling the peace He gives are just
some of the blessings that come to
those who live the gospel. In
addition, the Lord said that those
who live what they learn will be
given more, thle those who will not live what they learn will
lose the knowledge they have (see D&C 1:33).

“Let your time be devoted to the studying of
the scriptures . . . ; and then it shall be made
known what you shall do” (D&C 26:1).



Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Reading Chart

Days | Read Ten Minutes or More  Assigned Chapters | Read This Week
Week 1 “Studying the Scriptures”

Week 2 Joseph Smith—History 1

Week 3 Explanatory Introduction  Doctrine and Covenants 1 2 3 4 5

Week 4 Doctrine and Covenants 6 7 8 9 10

Week 5  Doctrine and Covenants 1112 13 14 15 16 17 18

Week 6  Doctrine and Covenants 19 20 21

Week 7  Doctrine and Covenants 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Week 8  Doctrine and Covenants 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

Week 9 Doctrine and Covenants 39 40 41 42

Week 10 Doctrine and Covenants 43 44 45 46 47

Week 11 Doctrine and Covenants 48 49 50 51 52 53

Week 12 Doctrine and Covenants 54 55 56 57 58 59

Week 13 Doctrine and Covenants 60 61 62 63 64

Week 14 Doctrine and Covenants 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73

Week 15 Doctrine and Covenants 74 75 76

Week 16 Doctrine and Covenants 77 78 79 80 81 82 83

Weelk 17 Doctrine and Covenants 84 85 86

Weelk 18 Doctrine and Covenants 87 88

Weelk 19 Doctrine and Covenants 89 90 91 92 93 94

Weelk 20 Doctrine and Covenants 95 96 97 98 99 100

Weelk 21 Doctrine and Covenants 101 102

Weelk 22 Doctrine and Covenants 103 104 105

Weelk 23 Doctrine and Covenants 106 107 108

Week 24 Doctrine and Covenants 109 110 111 112 113 114

Week 25 Doctrine and Covenants 115 116 117 118 119 120 121 122 123

Week 26 Doctrine and Covenants 124 125 126

Week 27 Doctrine and Covenants 127 128 129 130

Week 28 Doctrine and Covenants 131 132

Week 29 Doctrine and Covenants 133 134 135 137

Week 30 Succession in the Presidency The Trek West (1845—47) Doctrine and Covenants 136

Week 31 President Brigham Young The Legacy of President Brigham Young

Week 32 President John Taylor President Wilford Woodruff Official Declaration 1 and “Excerpts from Three Addresses . . . President Lorenzo Snow
Week 33 President Joseph F. Smith Docirine and Covenants 138 President Heber J. Grant President George Albert Smith President David 0. McKay
Week 34 President Joseph Fielding Smith President Harold B. Lee President Spencer W. Kimball Official Declaration 2
Week 35 President Ezra Taft Benson President Howard W. Hunter President Gordon B. Hinckley The Family: A Proclamation to the World
Week 36 The Living Christ The Articles of Faith Our Place in Church History
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Welcome to the Doctrine and Covenants and Church History

What Is the Doctrine and Covenants?

Along with the Bible, the Book of
Mormon, and the Pearl of Great Price,
the Doctrine and Covenants is one of
the four standard works of the Church.
This means that these four books are
accepted as divinely inspired scripture,
which members of the Church
covenant to follow. President Joseph
Fielding Smith, then President of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, explained how the Doctrine and
Covenants is different from other scriptures:

“The Bible is a history containing the doctrine and commandments
given to the people anciently. That applies also to the Book of
Mormon. It is the doctrine and the history and the commandments
of the people who dwelt upon this continent anciently.

“But this Doctrine and Covenants contains the word of God to
those who dwell here now. It is our book. It belongs to the Latter-
day Saints. More precious than gold, the Prophet [Joseph Smith]
says we should treasure it more than the riches of the whole
earth. I wonder if we do? If we value it, understand it, and know
what it contains, we will value it more than wealth; it is worth
more to us than the riches of the earth” (Doctrines of Salvation,
comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 3:199).

President Gordon B.
Hinckley, then a counselor
in the First Presidency,
wrote that “the Doctrine
and Covenants is unique
among our books of
scripture. It is the
constitution of the Church.
While the Doctrine and
Covenants includes
writings and statements of
various origins, it is primarily a book of revelation given through
the Prophet of this dispensation [Joseph Smith].

“These revelations open with a thundering declaration of the
encompassing purposes of God in the restoration of His great
latter-day work:

“‘Hearken, O ye people of my church,
saith the voice of him who dwells on
high, and whose eyes are upon all
men; yea, verily I say: Hearken ye
people from afar; and ye that are upon
the islands of the sea, listen together.

“‘For verily the voice of the Lord is
“ unto all men, and there is none to
escape; and there is no eye that shall
not see, neither ear that shall not hear, neither heart that shall not
be penetrated.” (D&C 1:1-2.)

“From that majestic opening there unfolds a wondrous doctrinal
panorama that comes from the fountain of eternal truth. Some is

direct revelation, with the Lord dictating to His prophet. Some is
the language of Joseph Smith, written or spoken as he was moved
upon by the Holy Ghost. Also included is his narrative of events
that occurred in various circumstances. All brought together, they
constitute in very substantial measure the doctrine and the
practices of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. . . .

“The variety of matters the book deals with is amazing. They
include principles and procedures concerning the governance of
the Church. Unique and remarkable rules of health, with promises
both physical and spiritual, are set forth. The covenant of the
eternal priesthood is described in a manner not found elsewhere
in scripture. The privileges and blessings—and the limitations and
opportunities—of the three degrees of glory are announced,
building on Paul’s brief mention of a glory of the sun, and of the
moon, and of the stars. Repentance is proclaimed in language
clear and compelling. The correct mode of baptism is given. The
nature of the Godhead, which has troubled theologians for
centuries, is described in language understandable to all. The
Lord’s law of finance is pronounced, mandating how funds for
the operation of the Church are to be acquired and disbursed.
Work for the dead is revealed to bless the sons and daughters of
God of all generations.

“It is evident from reading the Doctrine and Covenants that
Joseph Smith had an all-encompassing understanding of the
eternal purposes of God” (“The Order and Will of God,” Ensign,
Jan. 1989, 2, 4).

Why Is a Study of the Doctrine and
Covenants and the History of the
Church Important to Me?

President Ezra Taft Benson said:

“The Doctrine and Covenants is the
~ binding link between the Book of

Mormon and the continuing work of
" the Restoration through the Prophet
Joseph Smith and his successors.

“In the Doctrine and Covenants we
learn of temple work, eternal families,
the degrees of glory, Church
organization, and many other great
truths of the Restoration.

“‘Search these commandments,” said the Lord of the Doctrine and
Covenants, ‘for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and
promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled.

““What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not
myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my
word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether by
mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same’
(D&C 1:37-38).
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“The Book of Mormon brings men to Christ. The Doctrine and
Covenants brings men to Christ’s kingdom, even The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, ‘the only true and living church
upon the face of the whole earth’ (v. 30). I know that.

“The Book of Mormon is the ‘keystone’ of our religion, and the
Doctrine and Covenants is the capstone, with continuing latter-
day revelation. The Lord has placed His stamp of approval on
both the keystone and the capstone” (in Conference Report, Apr.
1987, 105; or Ensign, May 1987, 83).

As you study the Doctrine and Covenants this year you will
learn how the Lord restored gospel truths “line upon line,
precept upon precept” (D&C 128:21). Your testimony of modern
revelation will grow and your appreciation for the Prophet
Joseph Smith will deepen. As you study significant events in
Church history you will read inspiring examples of sacrifice and
devotion—men and women who knew the Lord and helped in
the growth of His kingdom here on earth, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Through study and prayer your faith
in Jesus Christ will be strengthened, as will your desire to serve
in the building of His kingdom.
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The Church in New York and Pennsylvania

“Western New York in the
early nineteenth century was
essentially frontier territory, a
place of opportunity to those
for whom the tremendous task
of clearing and breaking the
virgin land held no fears.
Among these was the family
of Joseph and Lucy Mack
Smith and their eight children,
who in 1816 came to the
vicinity of Palmyra, not far
from Rochester” (Gordon B.
Hinckley, Truth Restored: A Short History of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints [1947], 1).

It was in this setting that one of those children, Joseph Smith Jr.,
sought truth and was visited by God the Father and His Son,
Jesus Christ. This pivotal revelation, which opened the heavens
after years of darkness and apostasy, led to the translation of the
Book of Mormon from the gold plates “by the gift and power of
God” (D&C 135:3) and the restoration of the priesthood, gospel
ordinances, and the Church of Jesus Christ to the earth. With the
Church restored, missionaries were sent out to proclaim the
gospel throughout the world, despite persecution from within
and without the Church.

=

| Joseph \
. Smith—History 1 |
Joseph Smith Tells \

His Own Story |

T ———

Joseph Smith—History is “extracts from Joseph Smith’s official
testimony and history, which he prepared in 1838, and which
was published serially [in parts] in the Times and Seasons in
Nauwoo, Illinois, beginning March 15, 1842” (Pearl of Great
Price introductory note).

Elder John Taylor, then a member of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, wrote: “Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer
of the Lord, has done more,
save Jesus only, for the
salvation of men in this world,
than any other man that ever
lived in it” (D&C 135:3). The
brief history contained in
Joseph Smith—History tells,
in the Prophet’s own words,
how the Restoration began. If
you are diligent and prayerful, .
your study of the life of the
Prophet Joseph, the principles of the gospel revealed through
him, and his testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ can be a life-
changing experience. As you read this testimony and history,
look for the kind of youth Joseph Smith was. What was there
about the young Joseph that showed he was to be the Prophet
of the Restoration?

Understanding the Scriptures

Joseph Smith—History 1
Militate against (v. 1)—
Actively oppose

Induced (v. 1)—Persuaded
Disabuse the public mind Poignant (v. 8)—Sharp,

(v. 1)—Correct the rumors and : extreme, distressing

lies that are going around : Aloof (v. 8)—Apart, distant

: Incessant (v. 9)9—Constant,
. unceasing

: Ensued (v. 6)—Followed

: Proselyted (v. 7)—Encouraged
. tojoin

Commenced (v. 5)—Began

Sects (vv. 5-6)—Religious
groups : Sophistry (v. 9)—False

: reasoning, deception
Tenets (v. 9)—Beliefs
Upbraideth, upbraid (vv.

: 11, 13)—Chastises, corrects

Zeal manifested by the
respective clergy (v. 6)—
Enthusiasm shown by the
different ministers
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Personages (vv. 17-18)—
Persons of distinction

Creeds (v. 19)—Beliefs

Contempt (v. 21)—Disrespect,
scorn

insulting language
Sectarian world (v. 26)—
Various churches or religions

Vocations (v. 27)—
Employment, work

Deluded (v. 28)—Deceived

Foibles (v. 28)—Small
weaknesses

Malignant (v. 28)—Harmful

Levity (v. 28)—
Lightheartedness, lack of
seriousness

Jovial (v. 28)—Merry, jolly
Manifestation (v. 29)—
Communication

Exquisite (v. 31)—Intense

Former inhabitants (v. 34)—
Earlier residents

formed

Stubble (v. 37)—The dry stalks
: Appointed by the laying
: on of hands

that remain after grain has
been harvested

Conduit (v. 43)—Channel,
passageway

Musing on the singularity
(v. 44)—Pondering on the
uniqueness

Desolations (v. 45)—
Destructions

Pestilence (v. 45)—Disease,
plague

: Indigent circumstances

: (v. 46)—Poor and needy
condition

: Owing to the distinctness
. (v. 50)—Because of the

Reviling (v. 23)—Abusive and clearness

: Conducted (v. 54)—Directed
Maintenance (v. 55)—Living
Prevalent (v. 56)—Widely told
Was put to board (v. 57)—
Obtained room and board

: Endeavors (v. 59)—Efforts

: Strenuous exertions (v. 60)—
: Forceful attempts

Stratagem (v. 60)—Plan, plot

: Intolerable (v. 61)—
Unbearable

. Literary attainments (v. 64)—

: Knowledge of ancient

: languages

: Sanctioned (v. 65)—Approved,
: agreed with

: Sent to the school (v. 66)—

: Had children who attended

Constituted (v. 35)—Made up, the school

: Ensuing (v. 68)—Following

Ordained (vv. 68, 71)—

Confer, conferred (vv.

¢ 69-70, 72)—Give, gave
Attain to (v. 74)—Reach,

. achieve

: Owing to (v. 74)—Because of

: Counteracted (v. 75)—
. Prevented

Joseph Smith—History 1:17—The Importance of the

Elder James E. Faust, then a member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, listed what we know after the visit of the Father and the
Son to the Prophet Joseph Smith that we did not know before:

I&* el
wi |

“What was learned from the First Vision?

“1. The existence of God our Father as a personal being, and proof
that man was made in the image of God.

2. That Jesus is a personage, separate and distinct from the Father.

“3. That Jesus Christ is declared by the Father to be his Son. Ay
“4. That Jesus was the conveyer of revelation as taught in the Bible. /]
“5. The promise of James to ask of God for wisdom was fulfilled.

“6. The reality of an actual being from an unseen world who tried
to destroy Joseph Smith.

“7. That there was a falling away from the Church established by
Jesus Christ—Joseph was told not to join any of the sects, for they b
taught the doctrines of men.

“8. Joseph Smith became a witness for God and his Son, Jesus
Christ” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1984, 92-93; or Ensign, May
1984, 68).

Joseph Smith—History 1:19—"Those Professors Were -/
All Corrupt” ;
The Prophet Joseph Smith’s experience showed him that _ h
something was wrong with the professors (ministers and £ E\=_ 3
teachers) of the religions of his day (see Joseph Smith—History
1:5-6, 8-10, 12, 21-23). President J. Reuben Clark Jr., who was a
counselor in the First Presidency, explained: X o~

“This is not to say that there are not now nor that there have not
been, millions of God-fearing men . . . , nor that there have not )
been over the centuries, millions upon millions of men who were (
honest, true, and righteous, according to their standards, living

over the centuries. . . . T

“But it is to say that their system is based in error, even as the

Lord said to Joseph” (On the Way to Immortality and Eternal Life ) &
[1949], 442-43). .
Joseph Smith—History 1:66—"One of Those Who Sent <
to the School” A
It was customary in that area in those days for the local \ o
schoolteacher to stay for a time in the homes of his students as
part of his pay for teaching. S

Joseph Smith—History 1:68-72—Why Did the Prophet *
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery Ordain Each Other
Again after They Were Baptized? )
President Joseph Fielding Smith explained that John the Baptist, | * }
“after conferring the Priesthood, instructed Joseph and Oliver to
go down into the water and baptize each other. After which they
were to lay hands upon each other and re-confer the Priesthood
which he had bestowed upon them. :
There are two reasons why they ' ;
should be commanded to do this
thing. First, to confer the Priesthood
before baptism, is contrary to the
order of the organized Church,
therefore they were commanded to
confer the Priesthood upon each
other in the regular way; after they
were baptized. Second, the angel
did for them that which they could
not do for themselves. There was no
one living in mortality who held the
keys of this Priesthood, therefore it
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was necessary that this messenger, who held the keys of the
Aaronic Priesthood in the Dispensation of the Meridian of Time,
should be sent to confer this power. It is contrary to the order of
heaven for those who have passed beyond the veil to officiate and
labor for the living on the earth, only wherein mortal man cannot
act, and thereby it becomes necessary for those who have passed
through the resurrection to act for them. Otherwise John would
have followed the regular order, which is practiced in the Church,
and would have first baptized Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery
and then conferred upon them the Aaronic Priesthood” (Essentials
in Church History, 27th ed. [1950], 57-58).

Susquehanna River

Studying the Scriptures

Do any four of the following activities (A-G) as you study Joseph
Smith—History 1.

-ll_,

2\) Getting to Know Young Joseph Smith Jr.

Search Joseph Smith—History 1:1-20 and do the following in
your notebook:

1. List the names of Joseph Smith’s parents and his brothers and
sisters.

2. Explain why Joseph began to wonder which was the right
church.

3. Look up the scripture that inspired Joseph to go to the Lord in
prayer; you may want to mark it in your Bible. Explain its
meaning in your own words.

4. List three truths we learn from the First Vision that are
significant to you and explain why they impressed you (use

the “Understanding the Scriptures” section for help, if needed).

B ) Scripture Mastery—Joseph Smith—
History 1:15-20

Ponder the Prophet Joseph Smith’s account of the First Vision in
Joseph Smith—History 1:14-20, and then discuss with a parent or
Church leader what opportunities, blessings, and joys you would
be missing if Joseph Smith had not prayed for guidance on that
spring day in 1820. Write a paragraph describing what you
discussed.

=X
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P
C) Find the Facts
Search Joseph Smith—History 1:27-54 and answer the following
questions:
1. According to verse 27, how long had it been since the First
Vision?

2. What did Joseph Smith expect would happen when he went to
the Lord in prayer on 21 September 1823? What does that tell
you about his faith?

3. What was the name of the messenger who appeared to him
that night?

4. What prophecy did he make about Joseph Smith’s name?
How is it being fulfilled?

5. How did Joseph Smith know where to find the place where the
plates were buried?

6. How many times did the messenger appear to him that night
and the next day? Why do you think he appeared so many
times?

:D) Write Your Own Quiz

Review Joseph Smith—History 1:66-75 and the footnote with
Oliver Cowdery’s description of the events. Write five test
questions that could be answered from these verses; include the
answer after each question.




E) Record Your Testimony

After reading Joseph Smith—History, write a paragraph or two
describing your feelings about the Prophet Joseph Smith and all
that he did for us as a servant of Jesus Christ.

F) Write a Journal Entry

After reading of Moroni’s visits in Joseph Smith—History 1:27-54,
read Moroni 1:1-4 and 10:1-6. Write a journal entry describing
how you think you might have felt had you been Moroni visiting
Joseph Smith after waiting over 1,400 years for the plates to be
uncovered and translated.

9) Draw an Event

Consider all of the different events recorded in Joseph Smith—
History and draw a picture illustrating one that impressed you.
Explain what impressed you about that event.

Introductory Pages '
of the Doctrine
and Covenants I

[ Getting to Know !
_, the Book {

e TN — X

The first pages in the Doctrine and Covenants provide
introductory and background information. The title page gives
the name of the book, a brief explanation about what it
contains, and publication information. The Explanatory
Introduction tells what kind of book this is and how we got it.
It also includes the testimony of the first Apostles in our day
to the truth of these revelations. The Chronological Order of
Contents shows the order in which the revelations were
received, along with the time and place. As you read these
introductory pages, look for how we got the Doctrine and
Covenants and why the Lord wants you to study it.

Understanding the Scriptures

Title Page

His successors—Those who
came next or followed him
Explanatory Introduction

Temporal (paragraph 1)—
Physical, earthly

: Concert (par. 3)—Agreement
: Divine manifestations

. (par. 4—Appearances by
heavenly visitors

Compilation (par. 2, 9)—
Collection
: Operative as an institution
: (par. 5)—Functioning as an
organization

Initiated (par. 3)—Begun

Preparatory to (par. 3)—
In preparation for

Testimony of the Twelve Apostles . . .
Grace (par. 2)—Gift and power : Theological (par. 5)—Truths
: about God and His work

: Evident (par. 7)—Clear,
: obvious

Successive (par. 4)—
Following, later
Competent assemblies
(par. 4)—Suitable or
authorized gatherings

: Perpetuated (par. 7)—
: Continued

Explanatory Introduction—The Canon of Scripture Is
Not Closed!

The development of the Doctrine and
Covenants is evidence that the
authorized scriptures of the Church
(often called the “standard works” or
the “scriptural canon”) are not to be
considered complete. Many Christian
churches teach that the Bible contains
all of God’s word to man and that
revelation has ceased. President

Hugh B. Brown, then a counselor in the First Presidency, taught:
“When Joseph came out of the woods where he had [the First
Vision], he had learned at least four fundamental truths, and he
announced them to the world: first, that the Father and the Son
are separate and distinct individuals; second, that the canon of
scripture is not complete; third, that man was actually created in
the image of God; and fourth, that the channel of communication
between earth and heaven is open, and revelation is continuous”
(in Conference Report, Sept.—Oct. 1967, 120).

Elder Bruce R. McConkie, who was a
member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, explained what effect an
absence of revelation has on the world’s
understanding of the Bible: “And be it
known that whenever a people believe
the canon of scripture is complete;
whenever they try to feed themselves
spiritually upon the prophetic word of
the past alone; whenever they are
without prophets and apostles to give them the living word;
whenever they cease to receive new revelations—then they are no
longer capable of interpreting and understanding past revelations.
The prophecies of the past can only be understood by living
prophets who are endowed with power from on high and whose
minds are enlightened by the same Holy Spirit who authored the
ancient word. People without revelation take the only course open
to them: they turn to interpreters, to scribes, to ministers, to
theologians, who tell them what the ancient word meant, making
their determination on the basis of intellectuality rather than
spirituality” (The Mortal Messiah: From Bethlehem to Calvary, 4 vols.
[1979-81], 1:275-76).

Studying the Scriptures

Do activity A or B as you study the introductory pages of the
Doctrine and Covenants.

y Search for Answers

As you study the Explanatory Introduction and the Chronological
Order of Contents, answer the following questions:
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1. What reasons are given for why these revelations were given?

2. During what years were more than seventy of the revelations
received? Why do you think so many of them were given
during those years?

3. Why do you think the Lord did not give the Prophet Joseph
Smith all of the revelations at one time?

3) What Would It Be Like If . .. ?

From your reading of the introductory pages and the
“Understanding the Scriptures” section, explain what it would be
like if there were no living prophets to receive modern revelation.

Doctrine and Wi
Covenants 1 W

The Lord’s Preface— 1 '\
a Voice of Warning _‘

SR TN R 8§

A book’s preface explains the author’s purpose for writing the
book. Doctrine and Covenants 1 is the Lord’s preface to the
book of His revelations in these latter-days. Many people do
not know that the Lord has called modern prophets who receive
revelation from Him. There are even members of the Church
who do not give much attention to what the living prophets are
saying. As you read this section, notice to whom the Lord is
speaking, what His warning is, and why He gave it. These are
major themes that will be repeated throughout the book.

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 1

Compilation (heading)— : Recompense (v. 10)—Reward
Collection Measure (v. 10)—Give or deal
Hearken (v. 1)—Listen to : out

and obey : Kindled (v. 13)—Awakened,
Penetrated (v. 2)—Pierced, . aroused

affected Babylon (v. 16)—A symbol for
Iniquities (v. 3)—Sins, : the wickedness of the world
wickedness Calamity (v. 17)—Disaster,

Stay (v. 5)—Stop - affliction, catastrophe

Inhabitants of the earth (vv. Obscurity (v. 30)—A state of
8, 13)—People who live on the : being unknown

earth : Dominion (v. 35)—Area of

Seal (vv. 8-9)—Assign, influence

designate, or set aside

Doctrine and Covenants 1:6—”My Preface unto the
Book of My Commandments”
President Joseph Fielding Smith taught:

K

“Section one in the Doctrine and
Covenants is not the first revelation
received, but it is so placed in the book
because the Lord gave it as the preface
to the book of his commandments. The
Doctrine and Covenants is distinctively
peculiar and interesting to all who
believe in it that it is the only book in
existence which bears the honor of a
preface given by the Lord himself. This,
however, is consistent and should be the case, for it is, as he
declares, his book. It was not written by Joseph Smith, but was
dictated by Jesus Christ, and contains his and his Father’s word to
the Church and to all the world that faith in God, repentance from
sin and membership in his Church might be given to all who will
believe, and that once again the New and Everlasting covenant
might be established.

L

“This revelation known as section one, was given at the wonderful
conference held in Hiram, [Ohio,] November 1 and 2, 1831, when
the publication of the commandments was under consideration.
The Lord here gives approval to the publication of his word, for he
is desirous that his will might be made known. The Gospel has
been restored, and the elders of the church had been sent forth to
proclaim salvation to an unbelieving world that once again men
might find their way into the kingdom of God. This preface
stamped the revelations with divine endorsement and therefore
the revelations went forth with greater power than otherwise
would have been the case, and should impress all who read them,
especially members of the Church, with their responsibility to keep
the commandments which the revelations contain” (Church History
and Modern Revelation, 2 vols. [1953], 1:251-52).

For more information on the Doctrine and Covenants and the g
Book of Commandments, see “History of the Doctrine and iy
Covenants” in this manual (p. 233).

Studying the Scriptures

Do activity D and two of the other activities (A-C) as you study
Doctrine and Covenants 1.




Become Acquainted with the Verse
J Summary

Carefully read the verse summary printed before the first verse of
Doctrine and Covenants 1. In your notebook, list two subjects
from the summary that you would like to learn about. After you
have read Doctrine and Covenants 1, summarize what you
learned about each of those two subjects.

f) Identify Who, What, When, and Why

1. In your notebook, draw a 4-column chart with the following
column headings:

To whom What did When did Why did He
is the Lord | He say would | He say it say it
speaking? happen? would would

happen? happen?

2. From your study of Doctrine and Covenants 1:1-16, fill in the
chart with answers you find to those questions.

3. If you were to give a family home evening lesson on these
verses, what would be the most important point you would
want your family to remember?

Q How to Survive the Calamity

In Doctrine and Covenants 1:1-16 the Lord warned of the
calamities that would come upon the wicked. In verses 17-30 He
explained what He is doing to save us from those calamities.

~ . Verses 31-39 help us understand what we must do so that the

' | Lord can save us from our sins.

. Knowing the calamities that would come upon the inhabitants
of the earth, whom did the Lord call to help us? (see vv. 17-18).

. What were they to do? (see vv. 19-23).

. What did the Lord do to help them accomplish what they were
called to do? (see vv. 24-30).

. How well have the Lord’s servants done in accomplishing
their part?

. What must we do to benefit from what the Lord has done?
(see vv. 31-39).

. How well are you doing with your part?

D) Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 1:37-38

Suppose you have a friend who complains about having to read the
Doctrine and Covenants in seminary, saying: “There just aren’t any
good stories in it like there were in the Book of Mormon. Why do I
need to read all those revelations anyway?” Write a reply to your
friend using what you have learned in Doctrine and Covenants 1.
Give some examples from your own life or from what you have
seen that show the truth of what the Lord told us in verses 37-38.
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(i Moroni’s Visit 1h) " .,
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On 21 September 1823,
Joseph Smith sought divine (!
revelation concerning his AN 3
standing before the Lord (see -
Joseph Smith—History

1:29). In answer to his /.
prayer, the angel Moroni Y
appeared to him in the
upstairs bedroom of his
family’s log home. Moroni
spent that entire night
teaching the young prophet.
Doctrine and Covenants 2 represents only a small part of all T s
that Moroni taught (see Joseph Smith—History 1:30-54; the o
fulfillment of Moroni’s prophecy is found in D&C 110 and \ 4 )
will be studied with that section). As you study this section, {
think about why this revelation is included in the Doctrine v
and Covenants. "

Understanding the Scriptures "9

Doctrine and Covenants 2 P .~

Reveal (v. 1)—Make known  : Utterly wasted (v. 3)—Entirely 1 (
Day of the Lord (v. 1)—Second destroyed and made desolate
Coming of Jesus Christ : L

Doctrine and Covenants 2:1—"1 Will Reveal unto You
the Priesthood”
“Joseph and Oliver had been ordained T
to the Melchizedek Priesthood and had ~ *  /
been given apostolic power and
commission as early as 1829. How was
it, then, that Elijah would reveal the
priesthood? Simply stated, Elijah was
sent in 1836 [see D&C 110:13-16] to
reveal keys of the priesthood and
seahng powers that had not yet been fully understood or were not \ L
fully operational in this dispensation. Elijah restored the keys A\
whereby families, organized in the patriarchal order [of the k)
Melchizedek Priesthood] through the powers delivered by Elias, L
could be bound and sealed for eternity” (Joseph Fielding McConkie 2%
and Robert L. Millet, Joseph Smith: The Choice Seer [1996], 187). a~
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Doctrine and Covenants 2:1—How Will the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ Be “Great and Dreadful”?
Concerning this prophecy of Malachi, which was restated by
Moroni, President Joseph Fielding Smith taught: “The great and
dreadful day of the Lord, this prophecy proclaims, is the day of the
coming of our Lord in the clouds of heaven in great glory and
when he shall take vengeance upon the ungodly. It is to be a day
dreadful to all who are unrepentant and full of sin, but to the just
it shall be a day of peace and salvation. However, before it comes
there is to be some mighty work performed by the restoration of
Elijah’s authority, which is so potent that it will save the earth from
destruction, or from being smitten with a curse” (Doctrines of
Salvation, 2:112-13).

Doctrine and Covenants 2:2—What Are the “Promises
Made to the Fathers”?

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, then a member of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, wrote that “this expression has reference to
certain promises made to those who died without a knowledge
of the gospel, and without the opportunity of receiving the
sealing ordinances of the Priesthood in matters pertaining to
their exaltation. According to these promises, the children in the
latter days are to perform all such ordinances in behalf of the
dead” (“The Promises Made to the Fathers,” Improvement Era,
July 1922, 829).

Doctrine and Covenants 2:3—Why Would the Earth Be
“Utterly Wasted” If Elijah Did Not Come?

President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “Why would the earth be
wasted? Simply because if there is not a welding link between the
fathers and the children—which is the work for the dead—then
we will all stand rejected; the whole work of God will fail and be
utterly wasted [see D&C 128:15-18]. Such a condition, of course,
shall not be” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:121-22).

Studying the Scriptures

Do activity A as you study Doctrine and Covenants 2.

1\) Compare the Accounts

Doctrine and Covenants 2 is the angel Moroni’s restatement of
Malachi 4:5-6. We can gain some important insights by comparing
the two records (see the “Understanding the Scriptures” section
for help, if needed).

1. Compare Malachi 4:5 with Doctrine and Covenants 2:1. What
did Moroni say Elijah would do that is not found in Malachi?
What does that mean?

2. Compare Malachi 4:6 with Doctrine and Covenants 2:2. What
would Eljjah do to turn the hearts of the fathers and the
children?

3. Compare Malachi 4:6 with Doctrine and Covenants 2:3. What
was the “curse”? What does that mean?

4. Write two or three sentences explaining the difference Elijah’s
coming has made or will make to your life.

{
Doctrine and ,_;
Covenants 3 W
| The Prophet Learns I
[ an Important Lesson | ‘
{
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Martin Harris lost the manuscript of the first 116 pages that
the Prophet Joseph Smith translated from the gold plates.
Doctrine and Covenants 3, along with Doctrine and
Covenants 10, are revelations the Prophet Joseph received
because of that loss. In section 3 the Lord taught Joseph
Smith what he did wrong and important truths related to his
calling as a prophet. Imagine how the Prophet felt as he
received this revelation.

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 3

Custody (section heading)—
Care and possession

Naught (vv. 1, 4,7, 13)—

: Nothing

Dictates (v. 4)—Promptings

: Carnal (v. 4)—Fleshly, earthly

Scribe (section heading)—
A person who writes what
another speaks

Doctrine and Covenants 3:12—Why Did the Lord Call
Martin Harris a “Wicked Man”?

While Martin Harris wrote down the
Prophet Joseph Smith’s translation of the
Book of Mormon, he begged Joseph to
ask the Lord to allow him to take the
translated pages to show his wife and
others who evidently thought Martin was
being deceived. The Prophet Joseph
explained what happened: “I did inquire,
and the answer was that he must not.
However, he was not satisfied with this answer, and desired that I
should inquire again. I did so, and the answer was as before. Still

u




he could not be contented, but insisted that I should inquire once
more. After much solicitation I again inquired of the Lord, and
permission was granted him to have the writings on certain
conditions; which were, that he show them only to his brother,
Preserved Harris, his own wife, his father and his mother, and a
Mrs. Cobb, a sister to his wife. In accordance with this last answer,
I required of him that he should bind himself in a covenant to me
in a most solemn manner that he would not do otherwise than
had been directed. He did so. He bound himself as I required of
him, took the writings, and went his way. Notwithstanding,
however, the great restrictions which he had been laid under, and
the solemnity of the covenant which he had made with me, he did
show them to others, and by stratagem they got them away from
him, and they never have been recovered unto this day” (History
of the Church, 1:21).

For more information on Martin Harris, see “People and Terms in
the Doctrine and Covenants” (p. 231).

Doctrine and Covenants 3:14—What “Privileges” Did
the Prophet Joseph Smith Lose for a Time?

After the 116 pages of manuscript were lost, Moroni appeared

to Joseph Smith and took away the plates and the Urim and
Thummim, but promised Joseph that if he repented for not
following the Lord’s counsel he would be allowed to continue
the translation (see Church History in the Fulness of Times [Religion
341-43 student manual, 2nd ed., 2000], pp. 48—49).

Studying the Scriptures

Do two of the following activities (A—C) as you study Doctrine
and Covenants 3.

i\) Look for the Lesson

The Prophet Joseph Smith was very upset by the loss of the 116
pages. Review Doctrine and Covenants 3:1-8 and write what
those verses reveal the Lord wanted the Prophet to learn from
the experience. Justify your answer with words and phrases from
the verses.

3) Choices and Consequences

Martin Harris had been a great help to the young prophet, and
Joseph Smith naturally wanted to be of help to him. Divide a page
in your notebook into three columns and, from your reading of
Doctrine and Covenants 3:1-15, make the following lists:

1. In the first column, list what the Lord said the Prophet Joseph
Smith did wrong in trying to please Martin Harris and what
the consequences of those choices would be.

2. In the second column, list what the Lord said the Prophet
Joseph should have done or should do and what the blessings
would have been and would be if he obeyed.

3. In the third column, list some of the choices young people
make today that are similar to the mistakes Joseph Smith made
(see especially vv. 4, 6-7) and explain what the consequences of
those choices are today. Explain how life can be better for us if
we follow the Lord’s counsel in verse 8.
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f) Find the Lord’s Purposes Y

In Doctrine and Covenants 3:19-20 the Lord told why the Book of
Mormon plates were preserved. List the reasons you find there
and explain what has happened since this revelation was given in |
1828 to accomplish those purposes. '
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Doctrine and ,\-
Covenants 4 .
f Preparing to 1 | AN
[ Serve the Lord , Sy
1 N
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What does it take to be a successful servant of the Lord? Every . > : -

full-time missionary learns that Doctrine and Covenants 4
answers this question. Although it is only seven verses long,
President Joseph Fielding Smith said: “It contains sufficient
counsel and instruction for a lifetime of study. No one has yet
mastered it. It was not intended as a personal revelation to
Joseph Smith, but to be of benefit to all who desire to embark in il s
the service of God” (Church History and Modern Wi
Revelation, 1:35). As you read this revelation, look for how \ )
you can tell that you have been called to serve. {
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The Lord compared doing missionary work to harvesting grain

—

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 4 !
Marvelous (v. 1)—Wonderful,
divine

Embark (v. 2)—Begin, start

Sickle (v. 4—A curved knife
for harvesting grain

Temperance (v. 6)—
Moderation, self-control

Doctrine and Covenants 4—Joseph Smith’s Father BV L
For more information about Joseph Smith Sr., see “People and )
Terms in the Doctrine and Covenants” (p. 231).




Studying the Scriptures

I ||

Do activities A and B as you study Doctrine and Covenants 4.

P
\A) Find the Answers

In your notebook, answer the following questions from what you
learn in Doctrine and Covenants 4:

1. What is required of those who are called to serve the Lord?
(see v. 2).

2. What blessing is promised to those who serve in that manner?
(see vv. 2, 4).

3. How is the marvelous work like a harvest? (see vv. 1, 4).

4. How does a person know if he or she has been called to serve?
(see v. 3).

5. What five qualities qualify a person for a call to serve? (see v. 5).

6. Along with the four virtues listed, what must a servant of the
Lord not forget? (see v. 5).

7. What can you do if you desire to serve but do not have all of
the qualifications? (see v. 7).

/B> Test the Promise

1. Choose one of the qualities mentioned in Doctrine and
Covenants 4 that you would like to have more fully in your
life. Write it on a card and put it where you will see it often.
As mentioned in Doctrine and Covenants 4:7, ask Heavenly
Father every day to help you develop that quality. Write a
paragraph in your personal journal every day for at least one
week about your progress in developing that quality.

2. At the end of the week, write a summary of your experiences
in your notebook.
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Doctrine and
1 Covenants 5

Witnesses of the Book
of Mormon Are Promised

L ———

Martin Harris repented for his disobedience that caused the
116 pages of the Book of Mormon translation to be lost (see
Doctrine and Covenants 3), but he still wanted some physical
proof that the Prophet Joseph Smith actually had the plates.
Contrary to what many people in the world believe, the Lord
always provides evidence to support the truths His servants
teach. That evidence is often provided by specially called
witnesses. The Lord promised that “in the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word be established” (2 Corinthians
13:1). The Book of Mormon contains a prophecy that three
witnesses would be shown the plates “by the power of God”
(2 Nephi 27:12). In Doctrine and Covenants 5, Martin Harris
was promised that he would be granted his desires and be one
of those witnesses if he met certain conditions. Doctrine and

Covenants 17 is a revelation to the three men who became these
special witnesses. As you read these sections, look for why the
Lord did not allow the Prophet Joseph Smith to show the plates
to everyone.

David Whitmer Oliver Cowdery

Martin Harris

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 5

Ordained (vv. 6, 17)—Given  : Verified (v. 20)—Shown to be

authority, appointed . true
Reserved (v. 9)—Kept secret Acknowledge (v. 28)—Admit,
. confess

Entrusted unto you (v. 9)— o
Trusted you to care for : Prolonged (v. 33)—Extended
Desolating scourge (v. 19)— @

Destructive plague

Studying the Scriptures

Do two of the following activities (A-C) as you study Doctrine
and Covenants 5.

| | ——

P
\A) Explain It to a Friend

Suppose you were discussing the Book of Mormon with a
nonmember friend and were asked if the gold plates were in a
museum. Use Doctrine and Covenants 5:1-9 to explain why the
angel Moroni took the plates back after Joseph Smith was finished
with the translation.

:B) Write a Definition

Doctrine and Covenants 5:10-16 tells of three witnesses who
would testify of the truth of the Book of Mormon.

1. From your study of those verses, write a simple definition of
the word witness so that a Primary child could understand
why these men were called witnesses.

2. Review Doctrine and Covenants 5:25 and “The Testimony of
Three Witnesses” in the front of the Book or Mormon. Explain
what it means to you to know that these men saw the plates
and testified of the truth of the Book of Mormon.

P
\C) What Will Happen If . ..

In Doctrine and Covenants 5:16-24, the Lord made several
promises about what would happen if people do or do not do
certain things.
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1. What did the Lord promise those who believe His words?
(see v. 16).

2. What did He say would happen if people hardened their
hearts and did not repent? (see vv. 18-20).

3. What did the Lord command Joseph Smith to do? What would
happen if he obeyed? (vv. 21-22).

4. What did the Lord command Martin Harris to do? What
would happen if he obeyed? (see v. 24).

Doctrine and
Covenants 6 W

i The Witness '| '\
[? of the Spirit 1
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How does God answer our prayers? In Doctrine and
Covenants 6 Oliver Cowdery was told how his prayers had
been answered. Understanding what the Lord told Oliver can
help you recognize answers to your prayers. It is wonderful to
feel the kind of peace that Oliver felt when he prayed about the
Prophet Joseph Smith.

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 6

Asunder (v. 2)—Into parts
Sickle (vv. 3-4)—A curved
knife for harvesting grain

Generation (vv. 8-9)—The
people of this time or age

Trifle not with (v. 12)—Do not :
treat lightly or carelessly :

: Enlighten, enlightened

. (v. 15)—Communicate, taught
: Admonish (v. 19)—Correct,

: chastise

: Touching one thing (v. 32)—
‘ In agreement, unified

Doctrine and Covenants 6—Who Was Oliver Cowdery?
For information on Oliver Cowdery, see “People and Terms in the
Doctrine and Covenants” (pp. 231-32).

Doctrine and Covenants 6:2—The Power of the Word
The Lord used some impressive images to describe the power of
His word. The idea that God’s word is powerful is easy to
understand because by His word everything from the heavens to
the human heart is moved. The word quick here does not mean
swift, it means “living,” or “alive” (see Bible Dictionary, “quick,”
p. 756). The phrase “sharper than a two-edged sword, to the
dividing asunder of both joints and marrow” graphically
describes how God’s word can cut through to the very heart of a
person (see also 1 Nephi 16:1-2).

Doctrine and Covenants 6:6—"”The Cause of Zion”

The word Zion is used in several different ways in the Doctrine and
Covenants (see “People and Terms in the Doctrine and Covenants,”
p- 233). In each way, however, it refers to the Lord’s efforts to raise
up a people to live with Him in righteousness. To “seek to bring
forth and establish the cause of Zion” is to promote the spread of
the gospel and increase the righteousness of the Saints.

Doctrine and Covenants 6:10-11—What Gift Was
Oliver Cowdery Given?

The gift that the Lord gave Oliver Cowdery was the spirit of
revelation (see D&C 8:3—4). President Joseph Fielding Smith
taught that it “was to be a protection to him, if he would need it,
and it would deliver him out of the hands of his enemies, and
protect him from the destroyer” (Church History and Modern
Revelation, 1:52).

Doctrine and Covenants 6:14-24—What Witness Had
Oliver Cowdery Received?

The Prophet Joseph Smith recorded: “After we had received this
revelation, Oliver Cowdery stated to me that after he had gone to
my father’s to board, and after the family had communicated to
him concerning my having obtained the plates, that one night
after he had retired to bed he called upon the Lord to know if
these things were so, and the Lord manifested to him that they
were true, but he had kept the circumstance entirely secret, and
had mentioned it to no one; so that after this revelation was given,
he knew that the work was true, because no being living knew of
the thing alluded to in the revelation, but God and himself”
(History of the Church, 1:35).

Studying the Scriptures

Do two of the following activities (A—C) as you study Doctrine
and Covenants 6.

i\) Make a Comparison

In Doctrine and Covenants 6, the Lord used images, or symbols,
to teach important truths. Copy the following phrases into your
notebook, and then finish them with what you learn in verses 1-5:

1. The gospel message is like a sword because . . .
2. A mission is like farm work because . . .

3. Prayer is like knocking on a door because . . .

3) How to Be Rich and Happy

1. Compare Doctrine and Covenants 6:7, 13 to what Nephi
learned in 1 Nephi 11:21-23. Explain what you learn about
how to be rich and happy.
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/2. How is what those scriptures teach about being rich and
1 happy different from what the world thinks will make us rich
' and happy?

(3. Why do you think worldly riches cannot bring the kind of joy
the Lord offers us?

4. In a sentence or two, explain what the gift of salvation and
eternal life is worth to you.

Y ;C) Understanding How Revelation Comes

1. From your reading of Doctrine and Covenants 6:14-24,
explain how Oliver Cowdery knew that Joseph Smith truly
was called of God (see also the “Understanding the
Scriptures” section, if needed).

2. Choose two verses from Doctrine and Covenants 6:14-24 that
impressed you and describe how you can apply those verses to

=2 receiving revelation in your own life.
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. ]}“ ! A Hidden Record
v !‘ of John the Revelator
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During April 1829 the Prophet Joseph Smith continued
translating the Book of Mormon plates with Oliver Cowdery
acting as his scribe. The Prophet described the circumstances
prompting this revelation: “A difference of opinion arising
between us about the account of John the Apostle, mentioned
in the New Testament [see
John 21:20-23], as to
whether he died or continued
to live, we mutually agreed
to settle it by the Urim and
Thummim” (History of the
Church, 1:35-36).

As you read Doctrine and

Covenants 7, look for what

the Apostles John and Peter

desired most. What did John

desire to do that was greater

& than what he had done before7 If the Savior asked you what
you desired most, what would you tell Him?

Understanding the Scriptures

’t& Doctrine and Covenants 7

Parchment (section heading)— : Minister for (vv. 6-7)—Serve,
Sheep or goat skin prepared  : help

for writing on Keys (v. 7)—Authority

Tarry (vv. 3-4)—Remain, stay :

behind
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Studying the Scriptures

Do activity A as you study Doctrine and Covenants 7.
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:A) Answer in One Sentence

The section heading to Doctrine and Covenants 7 tells what Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery asked the Lord (see also this study
guide’s introduction to D&C 7). From your reading of section 7,
write a one-sentence answer to each of the following questions:

1. What was the difference between what John wanted and what
Peter wanted?

2. What do you learn from this section about the importance of
sharing the gospel?

3. What do you learn about righteous desires?
~ —

Doctrine and

: \
t Covenants 8-9
] Receiving and
!‘ Recognizing Revelation l |
‘ kel

The great blessing of receiving personal revelation through

the Holy Ghost is available to the faithful. In Doctrine and
Covenants 6, Oliver Cowdery was promised the gift of
revelation, in particular, the power to translate ancient
records. As Oliver found out, however, receiving revelation
often requires more effort than simply asking. Elder

S. Dilworth Young, who was a member of the Seventy, taught:
“I can testify to you that there will be none of you have any
adventure greater, more thrilling, and more joyful than
finding out how to interpret the Spirit which comes into you
bearing testimony of the truth. . . . We have to find out the
technique by which the Spirit whispers in our hearts. We have
to learn to hear it and to understand it and to know when we
have it, and that sometimes takes a long time” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1959, 59). As you read Doctrine and Covenants
8-9, notice what Oliver Cowdery was told he must do in
order to have the power to translate and why he was not able
to continue. Notice also what these revelations teach about
your efforts to receive personal revelation.
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Understanding the Scriptures
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Doctrine and Covenants 8
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At the Prophet’s dictation
(section heading)—While the
Prophet spoke

: Assuredly (v. 1)—As certainly

: Trifle not (v. 6)—Do not take
¢ lightly

Supplication (section
heading)—Prayer
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Moses parted the Red Sea by the spirit of revelation

Doctrine and Covenants 9

Admonished (section
heading)—Counseled

Commence (v. 1)—Begin

: Expedient (vv. 3, 10-11)—
. Appropriate, desirable
Stupor (v. 9)—Confusion,
. doubt

Doctrine and Covenants 8:6-8—"The Gift of Aaron”
President Joseph Fielding Smith taught: “There was another gift
bestowed upon Oliver Cowdery, and that was the gift of Aaron.
Like Aaron with his rod in his hand going before Moses as a
spokesman, so Oliver Cowdery was to go before Joseph Smith.
Whatever he should ask the Lord by power of this gift should be
granted if asked in faith and in wisdom. Oliver was blessed with
the great honor of holding the keys of this dispensation with Joseph
Smith, and, like Aaron, did become a spokesman on numerous
occasions. It was Oliver who delivered the first public discourse in
this dispensation” (Church History and Modern Revelation, 1:52).

Doctrine and Covenants 9:7-9—Does the Spirit Always
Cause a Burning in the Bosom?

Elder Dallin H. Oaks, a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
explained:

? “Being taught by the Spirit is not a passive
thing. Often the Lord’s communication
does not come until we have studied
matters out in our own minds. Then we
receive a confirmation.

“The Lord explained that process to Oliver Cowdery in another
revelation received at Harmony, Pennsylvania, in April 1829. The
Lord was describing why Oliver had not been able to translate the
Book of Mormon:

““Behold, you have not understood; you have supposed that I
would give it unto you, when you took no thought save it was to
ask me.

“‘But, behold, I say unto you, that you must study it out in your
mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will
cause that your bosom shall burn within you; therefore, you shall
feel that it is right’ (D&C 9:7-8; emphasis added).

“This may be one of the most important and misunderstood
teachings in all the Doctrine and Covenants. The teachings of the
Spirit often come as feelings. That fact is of the utmost
importance, yet some misunderstand what it means. I have met
persons who told me they have never had a witness from the
Holy Ghost because they have never felt their bosom ‘burn
within” them.

“What does a ‘burning in the bosom” mean? Does it need to be a
feeling of caloric heat, like the burning produced by combustion?
If that is the meaning, I have never had a burning in the bosom.
Surely, the word ‘burning’ in this scripture signifies a feeling of
comfort and serenity. That is the witness many receive. That is the
way revelation works.

“Truly, the still, small voice is just that, ‘still” and ‘small””
(“Teaching and Learning by the Spirit,” Ensign, Mar. 1997, 13).

Studying the Scriptures Ll

Do activity A and activity B or C as you study Doctrine and
Covenants 8-9.

A\ Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 8:2-3

Elder Boyd K. Packer, a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, said:
“As an Apostle I listen now to the same
inspiration, coming from the same
source, in the same way, that I listened to
as a boy. The signal is much clearer now”
(in Conference Report, Oct. 1979, 30; or
Ensign, Nov. 1979, 21).

1. Study Doctrine and Covenants 8:1-3 and explain what
happens when the Holy Ghost speaks to our minds (see also
Enos 1:10).

2. What feelings come when the Holy Ghost speaks to one’s
heart? (see also 1 Nephi 17:45).

3. What do you learn from Doctrine and Covenants 8:1 that
might explain why the voice of inspiration became clearer for
Elder Packer?

B) Summarize the Doctrine

1. According to Doctrine and Covenants 6:23, how did the Lord
speak to Oliver Cowdery?

2. What more did the Lord teach him about how revelation
comes in Doctrine and Covenants 8:2-3?

3. What did Oliver Cowdery learn in Doctrine and Covenants
9:7-9 about getting answers while translating?

4. Write a paragraph summarizing what you learned about the
process of revelation from these passages (see also the
“Understanding the Scriptures” section).
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Q Write a Moral to the Story

1. Summarize what the Lord promised Oliver Cowdery in
Doctrine and Covenants 8 and what the Lord said in Doctrine
and Covenants 9 about why he was not allowed to continue

translating.

2. Write a one-sentence summary of the lesson we can learn from

this revelation.

3. How might your summary apply to anyone who seeks

inspiration from the Lord?

Doctrine and

Covenants 10 W
i A Plot to Destroy 1 |
the Prophet | _‘
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In Doctrine and Covenants 3 you read about how Martin
Harris lost the 116 pages that the Prophet Joseph Smith had
translated from the plates. In Doctrine and Covenants 10, the
Lord revealed what happened to the 116 manuscript pages and
what Satan intended to do with them. More importantly, you
will discover what the Lord did to compensate for the loss of
those pages. As you study this section, look for what the Lord
taught about His power to control the course of events here on
earth, including Satan’s efforts to destroy the Lord’s work.

Understanding the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants 10
Alterations (section
heading)—Changes
Discredit (section heading)—
Persuade people to disbelieve
Discrepancies (section
heading)—Differences
Abridgment (section
heading)—Shortened version

Alter, altered (vv. 10-11, 17)— :
: Disagreements, rebellions

Comprehendeth (v. 58)—
: Understands

Wrest (v. 63)—Twist the
: meaning of

Change

Contrary (v. 11)—Differently
Iniquity (vv. 20, 29)—Sin
Condemnation (v. 23)—Being
declared guilty

: Contradicted yourself (v. 31)—
: Written part of the text that

: does not agree with what you

. wrote before

Generation (vv. 33, 53)—

: People of this time or age

: Confound (v. 42)—Humiliate,
make ashamed

Dissensions (v. 48)—

Doctrine and Covenants 10:6—In What Way Did Martin
Harris Seek to Destroy the Prophet Joseph Smith?

It was not Martin Harris’s intent to destroy the Prophet Joseph
Smith, but what happened as a result of the loss of the 116 pages
of the Book of Mormon manuscript illustrates what can happen
when we “set at naught the counsels of God” (D&C 3:13; see also
the “Understanding the Scriptures” section for D&C 3:12, p. 17).
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Had the Lord not known in advance what Martin Harris would
do, and prepared for it, Satan and his servants might have
succeeded in destroying the Prophet Joseph with their lies (see
D&C 10:10-33). By seeking repeatedly to take the manuscript
against the Lord’s counsel and by breaking his promises to guard
it carefully, Martin was effectively serving the cause of Satan, even
if that was not his intent.

Doctrine and Covenants 10:30-45—The Lord Knows
the End from the Beginning
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The Lord had prepared a way to prevent Satan from destroying
the Prophet Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon through the
loss of the 116 manuscript pages over two thousand years before.
He had instructed the prophet Nephi to make a second set of
plates covering the same time period as the manuscript that would
be lost. A major difference between the two records is that the lost
portion was more of a history, while the duplicate part is more
prophetic and sacred (see 1 Nephi 9:3-6; Words of Mormon 1:1-7).

Studying the Scriptures

Do activity A and two of the other activities (B-D) as you study
Doctrine and Covenants 10.

A} Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 10:5

The word satan means “adversary” or “opponent,” which
describes the devil’s role as an opponent of righteousness. Satan
and his servants tempt us to sin, which leads to misery and
unhappiness, but the Lord has greater power to help us overcome !,»1.
those temptations.

1. Read Alma 34:17-27 and 3 Nephi 20:1. What must we do to
“conquer [overcome] Satan” (D&C 10:5)? What do you think it
means to “pray always”?

2. Cross-reference Doctrine and Covenants 10:5 with 2 Nephi
32:8-9. Who teaches us not to pray?

B Satan’s “Cunning Plan” Compared with
the Lord’s Wisdom

1. Divide a page in your notebook into two columns. Label the first
“Satan’s Cunning Plan” and the second “The Lord’s Wisdom.”
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2. From your reading of Doctrine and Covenants 10:6-29,
describe in the first column what the Lord said Satan planned
to do with the 116 pages stolen from Martin Harris.

3. From your reading of verses 3045, describe in the second
column what the Lord did to prevent Satan from succeeding.

4. Read 1 Nephi 9:3-6 and Words of Mormon 1:1-7. Explain how
long the Lord had been preparing to solve the problem that the
loss of the 116 pages created.

Q Be Aware of Satan’s Methods

Doctrine and Covenants 10:20-29 explains some of the methods
Satan uses to deceive us.

1. Review verses 20-24 and explain how Satan gets people to
fight against the truth and why he does it.

2. Study verses 25-29 and describe what Satan told Joseph
Smith’s enemies to convince them it was all right to try to
destroy the Prophet and the Book of Mormon.

3. How might groups or individuals try to do the same today?

\D) Prepare a Primary Lesson

1. Write what you would teach a Primary class of 7-year-old
children about the account in Doctrine and Covenants 3 and 10
of the lost 116 pages.

2. Tell about two lessons we can learn from the Prophet Joseph
Smith’s experience and show how they can apply to our lives
today.
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Hyrum Smith was t